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to have been nearly as great, and others mentioned as conspicuous for
their chanties or liberal policy were the chiefs of Jhalawar, Kishangarh,
and Sirohi, Some idea of the scarcity of forage may be gathered from
the fact that in Marwar wheat was at one time being sold at 6, and
grass at 5^ seers per rupee, while in Haraoti the prices of grain and
grass were the same, weight for weight. This dearth of fodder, coupled
with the scarcity of water, caused heavy mortality among the live-stock,
and it was estimated that 75 per cent, of the cattle died or were sold
out of the country. Grain was imported by camels from Sind and
Gujarat, and by carts along the Agra-Ajmer road. The latter com-
munication had just been completed, but there was no railway line
nearer than Agra on the east and Ahmadabad to the south. As the
Governor-General's Agent wrote at the time, had not the East Indian
and Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railways been in working
order, grain would not have been procurable for money, and central
Rajputana would have been abandoned to the vultures and the wolves.
Even as it was, the mortality was terrible ; it was estimated that both
Bikaner and Jodhpur lost one-third of their population, and generally
throughout the country the people died by thousands and lay unburied
by the waysides.

In 1877 the rains were very late, and there was considerable distress
in Alwar, Bharatpur, and Dholpur. The autumn crop failed almost
completely; there was great scarcity of fodder, and more than 200,000
persons emigrated. Alwar is said to have lost by deaths and emigration
one-tenth of its population, and Dholpur 25,000 persons. Relief
measures were started late and were on the whole inadequate.
Advances were given to the extent of about a lakh, but the expenditure
on relief works is only available for Alwar, namely Rs, 31,000. In
this year also there was a severe grass famine in Jaipur and Jodhpur,
which caused heavy mortality among the cattle,

The year 1891-2 was one of severe scarcity in Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
Jodhpur, and Kishangarh, and is noticeable as having been the first
occasion on which the provisions of the Famine Code for Native States
were carried out in practice. The maximum number on relief works*
on any one day was never very large (about 15,000), owing to emigra-
tion, the self-reliance of the people, the comparatively liberal exercise
of private charity, and the peculiar relations obtaining between the
cultivators and the village bankers. Fodder was at famine prices and
often not available, but, owing to imports by railway, food-grains were
plentiful, selling at less than 20 per cent, above normal rates. The
four States above mentioned spent between them about 3 lakhs on
relief works, and Rs. 44,000 on gratuitous relief. Advances- to cultiva-
tors amounted to about Rs. 34,000, revenue was suspended to the
extent of more than 2 lakhs, and remitted in the case of 5| lakhs more.
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